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| They put on glaring habits to deceive. - 35 ee 


Truth ſhines in naked modeſty, like Eve. 
So may my artleſs verſe, nor Thou refuſe, 
Thou happy Genms Thou Tucurnate Muſe! 

To lend an Car, impartial let it be: FEI ©. 

4 Remember philgſophic ſouls are free; 
Thy greater Fame has: left Thee yet a man, 
Prejudice may betray Thee, Error an; 
It has: give way ye gentle ſounds ! give way 
Confeſs d your merit, and allow d your fway 3 
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[6] 

Hence! with your wreathe of palm, inchanters 

- hence! FIT 
And leave your words, with undiminiſh'd 4 ſenſe : 
Far be from me to do ſuch numbers wrong ; 
I love the muſic, but condemn the ſong : 
That tells me reaſan muſt from 4nowledge flow, 
Yet ſings of that which man can never know : 
That proudly tells me, in my Reaſon's ſpight, 
Without a proof; Whatever is, is right. 


Then right are all the paths which men have 
trod, 5 5 
This makes a Demon right as well as G 
Break down the pale, confuſion enter in, 
If holineſs is right, why ſo is fin: 
| Should men, ſhould angels all conſent to fall, 
If univerſal hell ſhould ſwallow all, 
Still would this Dogma, truth ö 
Say all is right, becauſe it muſt be fo. 
That arbitrary Must, is reaſon's ſpight, 

Why not declare it ſo, becauſe tis right? 
Let him who aſks whence i, whence error came, 
Aſk whence came good, or whence the gen'ral frame; 
Whence man, for here, whatever ſtring you ftrike, 
Tenth, ox ten thouſandth, all will found alike. 
Then evil is, and not a perfect whole, 
Whoſe body nature is, and Gad the foul ; 
Strive e'er ſo long you cannot hide the cheat, 
Of parts imperfect, yet the whole compleat. 


[7] 


Tracei it in the deſign, examine art, 
Each part, muſt ſtill be perfect as a part, 
Connect thoſe imperſections ne'er ſo long, 
Tis inconcluſive, and the whole is wrong. 
And Thou, who with imaginary eyes, 
Haſt quitted earth, and ruſh'd into the ſkies, 
Unpeopled Heaven, made Cherubim rebel, 

And down deſcended with them into Hell: 
Preſumption all] thy better reaſon faith, 
This is not knowledge, but thy mode of faith: 
As may perchance, thoſe other ſickly dreams, 
Of chains, gradations, ſorm'd from two extremes, 
Where for each link, ſome being finds a place, 
And fills up all the intermediate ſpace ; 1 

Call the arch- angel from his ſhining throne, : 
Call the wing'd ſeraph——they will humbly own 
Their diſtance from the majeſty on high 

Is infinite, — and all approach as nigh, 
Of ſucha Being all that can be known, 

Is his exiſtence, that, and that alone; 

What? why ? and how? 22 who | can 
name? 

Aſt to be God, for that is hut the frame, - 
This is the general voice of human kind, 
Who ſeek him in the chudi, or in the wind, 
Who bow to images, or to the dead, 

10 n to pictures, or to wine and bread, 
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[8 1 
Who ſeek within themſelves, and think they f find, 
His glorious image ſtamp'd upon their mind: 
Thus is he own'd by all, by all ador'd, | 
Then, wondrous poet ! what haſt thou explor d? 
How haſt thou vindicated God to man ? 
By ſaying what he does, he will and can; 
Or how is man to underftand thy rule? 
To drop into himſelf, and be a fal. 
Enquiries after infraite, are vain, | 
We barter words for words, and nothing gain; 1 
Conceits, conjectures, hurry us too far, | ; 
We place inhabitants in every ftar: 
New ſuns, new worlds, as fancy. warne. ariſe, | 
And viſionary realms, beyond the ſkies. 
Ho quick, from blindly ſoaring thus too high, 
We link to queries, wanting no reply. 
4 Can finite meaſure infinite? Can we 
* Uphold a chain, that makes the whole agree * 
Than greater circles, are not leſſer, leſs ? 
| « Of things uncertain, can we more than gueſs ? 
4 | & Why is not man a mite? why not LP i 
1: And are not all things, juſt the fame they are ? e 
ny ſhould we aſk of earth, why oaks are made 
Taller, and ſtronger, than the weeds they ſhade ; 
If this demand, no other anſwer needs, 
But that the oaks are oaks, and weeds are weeds ? 
But leaving matter, and its forms behind. 
” Thong we on thought, and * the mind. 
What 


[9] 
What good, or bad, in moral powers we call, 
Muſt be ſo to themſelves, or not at all; 
a So of itſelf, unalter d by event, . 
Wut here determines, muſt be the intent. 
Ho many Borgia's, who were never great! 
How many Catalines, in every ffate ! f 
How many liberal, who never gave? 
How many tyrants, who could ne'er enflave ! 
1 How many wiſh mankind, their country, ill! 
| _ Condemn'd, and guilty, it has paſs'd their will. 
| That all relates to all, we but niiſtake, 
TLDhe mental powers, no line, no circle make; 
Things purpos' d, but not done, or unexpreſt, 
Such can have no relation to the reſt: 
Born from the ſoul, its nature they cle, 78 
| Deform, or beautify, but echlet there. 
The will—— tis there alone our errors lie, 
Too proud, too abject, if we creep or fly: 
The u tis thence alone our good muſt rer 
From the mean vaſſal, to the mighty king: 
_ That, the ſole mark of freedom in the foul, 
Bound by no limit, curb'd by no controul. | 
; Why do blind bigots feign more gods than one? 
| FE The bolder atheiſt, —— why admit of none? 
Or why have others made their Gods from eartn? 
Whole death declar'd them en, as well as birth. 
Muſt we not mock, and laugh that man to ſcorn, 
| Who went to Crete to ſee where Five was born? 
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Long before this, his will muſt habe ſubdu'd, 


All proper judgment, and deſire of good ; 
The /enſes, firſt muſt flatly be denied, 
The apprebenſian, reaſon, — laid alide———— - * * 
What greater paradox in words can be, 

Than what I ſee, is not the thing I ſee? 


I and ſhrieks, and . and 22 


Are mix's wich abies 8 made 


That all the monſtrous crimes, * men 2 


Are univerſal order, juſt and fit; 


Tbat earthquakes, whiflwinds, * and flames, 
All, all are orger. under, other names: 


Be how it will, allow the whole unſit, 


Thou ſay'ſt, to reaſon right, is to ſubmit. 


I, in the name of TRUTH, and reaſon, muſt | 
Pronounce this arbitrary, and unjuſt, 
Pernicious, big with miſchief, and Gefign's | 


To darken, damp, and circumſeribe the mind: 
A yoke we've long refus d. doſt thou prepare, 
Which nor our fathers, nor ourſelves could bear; 


Servile ſubmiſſion, ! and a blind affent ! 
Our ſouls have taken quite another bent. 
All maxims that impoſe, or would enflave, 
Are hateful to us, much beyond the grave; 


Nor could we deem it an exceſs of rage, 


To burn, eraze, and blot them from the page. 
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Then take back threaten'd pains, and promis'd bliſs, 


13 


Far other matives move my heart and pen 
Of human freedom, let me {peak to men; 
Pree choice, free will, the ounteous hand of beaver, 
To make us maſters of ourſelves, has given; 
Elte all our boaſted reaſon finks at once, 
And makes us level with the ſenſeleſs ſtones : 
If powers above, or a ſupreme decree, 
Impel, or force me, what is that to me? ” 
No difference in our actions can be known, 4 
If the great mover makes them all his wm. 
<< But what if humble hope ſpring inthe breaſt ? 
'Tis forc'd, and fatal, and but like the reſt : 


Even faith, thy other hope, born from the with 
ls this compulſion, this direction fill : epi 


And ſentiments, as wide as bite tes _ 
Are all the offspring of the fame deſign. 


What can we merit in a ſtate like this? 

Can beings forfeit an eternal reſt, 

For ating what they muſt, and for the beſt? | 
Or why is heaven open to a few, 


| (Who act nat of "themſelves in what they do;) 


If what ſeems chance, deſign, effef? of ſenſe, 


Be the pre- order d works of providence ? 


Ye thoughts ! injurious to your maſter's fame, 
Back to the paſſive mind from whence ye came 


Or die at the loud voice of Liberty! 


Be bold, O man ! for certain thou art free. 
B 2 Down 


—— — — — — — — 


— 4 rn — ps —— — 
2 ” 3 


— ny 
— ę 7. — a a7 ppg 


* | — ——ð*—— —-— a _ 
—— . Paws — way, wh eu ore rs LH. I Dg% 8 q 2 - 1 8 2 See S en F BE — — = N 
— ˙ u. 6§—7—rf⸗ . , ]⅛ M1111... ̃ ⁶ ⁶⁵ B-B P(äEäEPäœ .. 


— 


— — 


* ** — — m — — 8 


r 


— . 


1121 
Down, mix with inſtinct, grovel with the ſwine ! 
Or mount, and mingle with the powers divine! 
Unhinge this globe of earth, put out the ſun 5 | 
Will thou theſe things, * to _ are done ! 


Chuſe, for tho, mayſt, che rat, the 6 of 
all, 


Who paii'd * 1 waits thy cat | 

Let univerſal /ave, let mercy ſhine.! , 

Theſe attributes, tho” Gad's, may yet. bn then. 
'Tis the ſeproclaim thee wile, EN great, 
And fill up the perfection of thy ſtats... 

Say what impreſſion is thy choice to r 

Amazing Being! made, thyſelf ta make. 

The very ſource 5 

Be bold, O man for certain TARGA ART Fuzz. 
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The C O N T E NT 8. 


A N's knowledge not confin'd to that of him- 
felf only— All within the extent 1 * under under- 
ſtanding , 7 II. ; | . = 2 . 


Sir Iſaac — wy rg — of all Prin- 


ciples of reaſon and ſelf-leve conſidered, with the other 
paſſions —Their uſe—and abuſe— Reaſon ftronger than 
any of them— or all—The predominant pa ts 
10 be vwerctrtie by it— No AI bot 1 
nan — Or given him afterwards— It does not fix 
our principles, ar aſcertain” our fr. Virtue and 


vice only truth and falſhood—Prov'd by attions— 4 


medium always in virtue In vice non Pally often 


i fate of ſorrow— Self known only within— Au- 


monition for man to cook there to iow his own ff ned 


creation, of which there # a_ 2 2 


EPIST L E the Seconp,. 
Dppoſing Na n 


Z NOW all thoy canſt, nor timorouſly go 
To aſk what things are fit for thee to _ 

All found within the circle of thine eye, 

All where thy buſy thoughts can fartheſt bey 
To thee belongs; and every thing forbid 

Is hid from thee, and will be always hid: 

Was ſcience only to thy ſelf confin d, 

Thy ſelf would only offer to the mind; 

What it perceives, thought, matter, good, or 2 

That is its ſcience, be it what it will. 
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Tell us, when fearching nature's various laws, 
Was man thy only ſcience ? Learn we then 
To ape the angels,when we ſtudy men ? 
Or didſt chou ſecret paths to truth explore, 

- And dauntleſs tread where none had trod before ? 
Ihe ſciences in view, on either fide 
Teas throng d, and wiſdom was thy guide. 
No check, no law ftopp'd thy inquiring tight, 
Thine eye had TIE 2 1 and there was light; 


That 
7 ; 


NewrToN, great friend to Truth! plead ase 


A 


Were folly not her inmate in the heart? 


14161 


That light ſhone on thee, order was thy ſtate £ 


Thou waſt not darkly wiſe, nor rudely great. 
With too much knowledge for the Sceptic fide, 


| With too much knowledge for a Starc's pride 3 


I/*thont a tonbt to at?, ir be at Feſt, © 


He diem d himſelf na part of God, nar beaſt ; 
To his frail body cou hrs mind prefer, 


That born to die, this reas' ning not to err: 


 Averſe to ignorance, bis reajon ſuch,” | 


Who thought jo well, could never think tod much 
Dark chaos flad, and, every thought confus'd ! 
The ſelf-abus'd,. by bim were difabus'd : | 
Created arg, ar all to falh,.... 


| Net lord of all things nor a prey ii all ; 


A judge of truth, then not in;arrar bur d, 


No jeft till now, aur riddle of the world. 


A change in nature, never was his aim; 
He knew his ſtrength, Ris 
Did he attempt to regulate the ſun? 


For what? He knew already that was done. 


Said he the plante my commands obey ? 
Or but diſcover, not direct their way? 


When they began, or when will leave to roll, 


Exceeds the bounds preſcrib d an human foul ; 


But then, to fx uER MOVEMENTS, that, indeed, 


Does greater lunits, greater bounds exceed. 
With wiſdom, how might man advance in art! 


The 
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The webz that wiſdom in the ay has ſpuns _ - - 


Too oft, by folly is at night undone ; 


Thus modern prigſts Platonic. ſteps * trod, 


And quitted ſenſe, to learn the things of God ; 


Like eaftern rites their adorations pay, 


As if the ſan were truly gad of day; 
Still to the 44% they turn their lifted eyes, 
And find leſs glory in the weſtern skies. 
Excuſe this ſuperſtition how you can, 


But fix it not, without reſerve, on man. 


All human ſouls have veſon to reſtrain : 
In moſt, by turns, the various paſſions rein; 
Where each fucceeds to each, and where not one 


_ Always predominates, and ſometimes _— .. 
Does always rage inſlame ? or big melt 4 8 


No, there are paſſions ſome have never it; | 
At times, the ſtrongeſt lull d and dormant >: 
But reaſon always. wakes, and will be by : 

Self-love itſelf, when ws it felt unmix d: 3 


Or who determines where its point is fd? = 


Suppoſe at Pleaſure, if the mind i 18 pleas d 2 7 
With good, — 1 "tis healthy 3 — otherwiſe diſeas'd 0 3 


Vour-ſelf a friend to morals would you prove ?, 
Conceal what does, and tell what aught to moye z 
Glorious indeed, and godlike we confeſs 

Self- Iove to be, that loves the whole no leſs, 
Without reſtraint, * tis reaſon in the foul, _ 
* loves her ſelf, + becauſe ſhe loves tne whole ; 
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Beſt paſſion, from beſt motive, thus ſhe gains, 
For reaſon urges here, and not reſtrain, 
Reaſon is always known by virtue's dreſs, 
The paſſions oft are vicious through exceſs ; | 
Theſe undeliberate motions of the mind, 
Can force us wrong, but firſt they make us blind ; 
Fierce anger then, hot luſt, deſpair, and fear, 
O reaſon! ſtop theſe guides, and take their place, 
They ſhould but be companions in the race ; 
| Fannie eo fas, 
And ſet the miſled traveller a-right : 
Stronger than thee what paſſion can 8 2 
Thy power is greater, and diſpoſes all; 3 
Bright queen ! who can, and ought to rule the ſoul, 
The ſpring, the ſcale, and balance of the whole. 


No- meaning wits, are wits without a name, 
And many buſy ſchoolmen juſt the ame; 
Let them unite their powers, or diſunite, 8 
Fight for themſelves, or teach their friends to fight ; ; 

Let them call virtue, grace, grace, what they pleaſe, 
Good only pleaſure, or the love of eaſe : | 
Why name we theſe ? from ſuch \ we never can 
Draw rules of life, or patterns fit for man: 

How eaſy by appeal to them you'll prove 

The paſſions all but modify d ſelf-love ; 

At length, retiring Virtue Jeaves the breaſt, 

Unkit for . yet not at reſt ; 


n 

But dire chimera's terrify the mind, 

Gads mounting ſtorms, and walking on the wind; 
Then paſhons whirl, and with deſtructive blaſt 
Paſſions, like elements may all unite, 

Let reaſon blend them, and the work is right; 

Let hope and fear, and grief, and joy be there, 
If reaſon draw the picture, all is fair. 


One darling paſſion, ſtarving all the reſt, 

Is but a vicious monſter in the breaſt, 

Not born in man, nor gave him with his breath, 
Not fix d to rule, or follow him till death: 
Habit 2nd will have let a tyrant in, 
Reaſon and will can ſoon dethrone again; 

Wit, faculties, come in to reaſon's aid, 

The paſſion dies, or is no more obey d: 

The reigning paſſion {till is reg/on's for, 

Who here to rectify muſt overthrow. 

Proud heroes, prouder monks, and tyrant kings, 
{Jiſcover whence their ſeeming virtue ſprings ! 
Tell us, the means that tend to what they aim 
Are what they act, and leave the world to name ! 
The monk can act the tyrant, ſaint or brave, 
© The tyrant, king, the hero, monk or ſlave; 
And thus alike muſt all be underſtood, 3 
Who doing ill do accidental good: 

To them who reaſon, how can there appear 
A Rock to graft on, er 2 virtue here ! 
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Curfſt be all civil, all religious pride, 
Spring whence they will, or howſoCer ally'd ; 

Have they a greater or a leſs allay, 

Produce they W accurſt be they ! 


Heay n gives 0 man, elſe cd he and « or r fall; 77 
Nor vice, nor virtue, but the power of all; 
The power of good, of leaving good for ill, 
And Titus reigns a NE RO if he will; 
= © any Riman what i is term'd divine, ## 

Flad had the ſame efetinCATIL1 N1 1 
How ſay we then, the ſame deſtroys, or faves ? 
Ambitious patriots / what are they but knaves ? 
Thus vice and v:rtte are but wrong and right 
Offer'd the mind, as objects to the fight; 
The cheat, the villain; they who live by blood, 
Declare by facts their actions to be good. : 

The honeſt man, afraid of W-got pelf, 

Who turns the lifted ſcale againſt himſelf ; 

Who arphan-cties, and widows ſighs can hear, 
And own compaſſion with a mingling tear; 

Wha lengthens his out ſtretched arm. to give, 

And bids the dying hungry eat and live; 
Whoſe baſket at the priſon door you ſee, 

Who feeds, and cloaths, and ſets the captive free ;. 
Whole juſtice is a friend, and guardian too, 

And keeps back fraud, to ſuffer, or to do; 

Whoſe ſocial mind darts rays on every fide, 

5 The ſhame, the enemy, and death of pride, 5 

(Practice 


. Let courage, juſtice, knowledge be our theme, 


far] 


( Praftice owns virtue, more than words imply } © | 


Helives u F''0'7'1, the viciow in- La. 


't) by 10 1 


To find the point of vic⸗ on this depends: 
At falſhood, fix, where truth, where virtue ends. ; 
Who kills his father, does not he deny L 
All bond of duty, and the filial. tie? 
Deny its dictate, and himſelf = man? e 
Extreme of vice { fer vice is all extreme, - 
But virtue always itt the golden an. 
Can who dss: philofophy pretend ag 
Nan Mats mT 
That human wit ſometimes can ſcarcely ſay, 
Which is the ore, and which is the atlay ? | 
And heaven deftroying the effect of vice, 
Makes no altea, or it grows too nice 
Or leaves itthus, if what we virtus call 
Has ſome effe&, yet vice has none at alu. 
Stop bere, nov hiinun ſrailties happy nm, l 
Oh ! build not up our glory on our hm,: 
Teach me to hate the raſhnefs of the chief, 
The king's preſumption, and the crowd's belief: 
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The chief, the king, the crowd command eſteem: 
Thus ſhall we reafdn, nor our pens employ 
To prove that folly is a ſtate of joy; 


Have we not ſeen her painful vigils keep, 
And waſte the midnight lamp to figh and weep ? | 


ST 2 


Her cup brienfyl of mon, and running o'er, 
Her grief a bubble, and her tears no more. 
To man, the mirth or ſorrow of a fool 

1 no example, * * ridicule. 


Turn, turn rom hence thy gh, und now begin 
To know thy ſelf, that knowledge is within; 
Within is kept an 8 
een witnck of the bn! 1 

Tis ſhe alone can tell thee what thou art, 

Shew thee thy conſciouſneſs of good and ill, 

Thy powers, perception, reaſon, judgment, will ; 

The knowledge of thoſe poveny Ge face and whe, | 
Their moral beauty, poſſible abuſe; ; 
Bleſt intuition ! what a glorious ſcene 

In nature opens, when we look within! 
What ſees my ſoul | The Malers hand impreft, 
Then ſound another TRVrn, found to the ſkies, 
That man is nat a Fool, ſhews Con 1s wise, 
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Oppoſing ſome of bis Opinions of the Nature and 


State of Man with reſpect to Society. 


"EAR, froward muſe, and * the /oul of 


i ſong, 5 
Aſſume thy wonted pride, and come along, 


Come ſhoring in thy littie bark behind, 
Direct the foremoſt, wiſeſt of mankind, 
Blow painted bubbles ſwelling to the eye, 


That /hine, and change, and ſhatter as they fly ! | 
Connected all thou ſay i It muft be ſo, 


Aud therefore is, whatever creed ſays no; 
— each with life endued, 
c Whatever they produce, is general good; 
& [5 chaos come again? eternal night ? 


« Then forms are periſb d, and confuſion 's right; 


« Call it a chain, and make the whole depend, 


« Pronounce unknown, its parts, its riſe, its end, 
« Unknown, dull fool / back to thy ſhallews creep, 


&« Attempt not thou to fathom this great deep. 


* i Ob/erve how ſavage beaſts are flaves to man, 
tc They ſerve, and cloath, and eat him, if they can; 
«© Beaſts fland in need of man, made for their uſe, 


And treat him as he treats a pamper d gooſe. 
<< Thus every creature, every creature wants, 


And ants were made for men, and men for ants, 
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[26 ] 
« Tons all nature. Jes, vile worm! proud mite » 
« Thom very war/t of every thing that's right / 
& Brutes by great imftint, certain good can fee, | 
& Uncheated hive, and only die like thee; © | 
«© Unaw'd by all thy fears of des t ar un, 
« That makes thy inumortality a curſe ; ; 
« G envy them, and et thy reaſon by, 2 5 
„ Nor vaunly uſe it t firſt, in aſking why.” ' 1 


The voluntier, great baxd, will ea and elk 
That chen good, aieme—is doing well. 
Enquirer, learn! the aniverſal canje, 
Which governs matter by mechanic laws, * 
To blended elements has giv'g --¾n 
To vegetate a fene, a plant, 4flow'r,. 
The end, man's ule, if nothing. iutervene, 
But hee may die, and tat remain unſeen, 
The waſte of nature —is it natyre's care, 

To call for violets here, or roſes there? 
Does ſhe on ſeas expect large barks to fail ? 
Or did ſne make the canvaſs for the gals? h 


« All, asit js, is right, and would be right, © 
« Deftroy'd, ar aller d, and inverted quite.” 
What more the oracle that fills thy ſong, 
Than boaſted rig t, oppoſing nothing wrong ? 
Remember well, you cannot hide the cheat, 
Ot parts unferfef?, | yet the who. compleat. | 
If all at laſt be right, then why remain 
Human or angel ſpirits doom'd to pain? 
The 


I Is it thy pride, that thou art one of theſe 


[27] 

| The chain ſtupendous, where the whole agrees, 
| Is it in part upheld by ſuch as theſe ? 

Fill they the links? connect they with the whole ? 
Are they related to our God ?—our foul ? 

Muſt ill eternal, rage, deſpair, and ſpight, 
Help to ſuſtain, and be eternal right? 

Yet be eternal wrong, eternal ill, 

For here's your ultimate, lay what you vil. 


Obſerve the chi hate, for all things hate, g 
Antipathies are found to every flate;— | 


Yes, all things hate, and all are hated too, 


And ftrife, and death, run all creation through 4 
The ſame in morals, there are foes of God's, | 
le theirs, to puniſh with eternal rods, | 
Some hate what others love, and fome deteſt | 


| What ought to be efteem'd, and lov'd the bed; 


| Reſolv'd to blacken all thou canſt not pleaſe ? 
O had thy lyre been tun'd to aher ſtrains, 
And hymn'd the throne where t uh and reaſi reigns, 
Thy utmoſt thirſt of praiſe, thy utmoſt pride, 
Demand extenfive! had been ſatisfied. 
Hlate follows him who arrogates a name, 

And blows a trumpet in the face of fame. 


All art is nature, thought to matter join d, 
Which raiſes forms, the creatures of the mind, 
Art cloſely follows matters ſtricteſt laws, 
Vet acts by * for that's the moving cauſe; 
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28 
Pieruicions arts how many have been found 
Since geld and nitre came above the ground! 
The cannons rage beneath a peaceful name, 
Has breath'd agHHructian, and religion's ſhame ; 
But gold has conquer'd all; to purchaſe vice, 
The caſuift ſays, you need but pay the price. 
Ihe Gallic queen unchaſte ? a million—-no : 
A thouſand million ſhould not make me ſo. 
But Britain's crowns, the empire, Holland, Spain, 
Daminion of the iſlands and the main, 
Power untverſal Anſwer if you Can — 
Not abſolutely yes, but where's the man? 
Tf this is ill, the univerſal good, 
In every part, is every where withſtood, 
Oppoſe this 2d, to your all-perfef? ſchemes, . 

So prove that waking ſenſe, and peur s but dreams. 


In ſeas of matter never drop the line, 

Add thought to thought, and riſe to ſome deſign; 

Look backward through the ſcenes and ſtage of life, 

The fate of nature is a flate of ftrife ; 

Of proofs, the two firſt brothers are not firſt, 

Firſt fell their parents, when the earth was curs'd, 

They envied heav'n's * 5 his pow r and 
crown, | | 

Them Satan envied, and wes, 

The epidemic plague is raging ſtill, 

Al! (fpeaking but of mankind) all is ill - 


Un- 


885 [29] 

 Unmix'd with ill, we nothing good behold, 
There's always great allay in moral gold. 
For proofs of truth, we oft to falhood fly; 
And fancy ſomething to determine by, 
Straight lines, true circles — here do they exiſt ? 
The hand, the pen, the compaſs always miſs'd, 
Dias as God, e ae - | a 


Why am I told a tale of birds and beaſts, 
Their joy, their paſtime, and their flow ry feaſts ? 
Inflinf in them, or fallible, or no, 
| Serves them like reaſon, and they uſe it ſo; 
 Inflint———and „ qc 
Inſtinct is reaſon and neceſſity: - 
Believe not man with ſuch a weight oppreſt, 

An actius principle informs his breaſt, 
Freedom his will, his natural ſtate is ftrife, 
Like embryo atoms burſting into life, 

A ſelfiſh creature jealous — not a foel 
Sees others govern d by the ſelf-ſame rule, 

So wiſely ſooths the ill he can't remove, 

And barters ſecial love for ſacial love : 

© Thus roſe communities, thus cities roſe, 

And they dy'd friends, who firſt encounter d foes. 
Thus wiſdom cauſes univerſal lu, | 
Mart s wiſdom, not an influence from above, 


No 
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| —_” brute for what the . can 
| tea 

I; human knowledge, and within its reach: 

And think not man fo wanting to his good. 

But he had found his phy/ic out, and food, 

Untaught by males, had learn'd to uſe the plow, 
And wove tho? warms were not, as well as now. 


It Prrome raves, or hermiis tell their dreams, 
Muſt all mankind be judg'd by thoſe extremes ? 
« Whatever. is is right if that be true, 
The conſequence of all muſt be fotoo, 
There is no real i, or if there werk, 

Tu purg d in Lino, or the Lard bus uber. 


The thoughts of good and id] daferve our cares. 
Chule we the good, for happintſi is chere; 
Examine all things freely, till we find, 
What beauty is, and then aer x Our mind, 
Leave idle /porwWarionto the monk, 

Or be it extary, for then he's l. 
Let real #now/-4ge, be in fight purſued, 
Know all, for ge, tho? of al is good. 
Look up, for nothing is too great or high, 
The powers above thee never dtead a {py ; 

Fear not compariſon, if thou can ſt ſee 

Some ſmall relation? tyriæt theſe powers and thee, 
Have they a will that governs all their powers, 
And governs wifely? let it tutor ours; 


Are 


_ 
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hs they intuitive, and is their bliſs 
Self-center'd, all internal happineſs, 
Ideal pity that would call to bliſs 
Ten thouſand ſinful worlds as well as this? 
So mercy in the great creator mav'd, 

And love, e er creatures were, to be belov'd, 
Such as the mind, ſuch is the creatures ſtate, 
Meer power is nathing, all that's gead is great, 


Will general gred nor let religion's name, 
Cheat thee implicitly, to praiſe, or blame ; 
Let truth, not mades of faith, be ftudied moſt, 
So know, and teach, and not believe, and beaſt, 
Shine fotth, thou fingle foul ! the light is there, 

For all who follow truth like her are fair; 
Object belov'd of moral thought ! great queen / 
Who never aſks to be believ'd unſeen : | 
Toüaurn here, ye zealets, hither turn, and bend, 

For — elſe can bleſ mankind, or mend. 


| Who Fn * men that trutbe wigh he tog 
bold, | 
Themſelves had bolder 5 to le fad, | 
They form'd a heaven, of which they kept the lens; 
Where none mult enter, but as chu chmen pleaſe, 
Dead bexes and rags they turn d into a trade, 
And pray'rs of faiuts, which they themſelves bad made, 
The image mov d, it ſweet, it groan'd and wept, 
And frown's in viſions when the inner ent; 
NE EC Till 


1 
Till ſuper fition made the idali great, 
And hundreds ſtarted up in every ſtate; 
The poor an offering at their ſhrines let fall, 
The rich gave charity, till all gave all: 
And now from every convent, chapel, cell, 
They offer heaven to ſale, and threaten hell ; 
The caterpillar friars, the hcuft tribe, 
In names of ſaints who boldly take a bribe, 
To turn departed fouls afide from hell, 
Or make fools think they do, and that's as well, 
Who hate communities, and ſocial tie, 
And live a taſteleſs life of pious lies, 
To vaunt of viſions, tho' they're total blind, 
To damn and cheat, and not increaſe their kind; 
No longer men -the bane of age and youth, 
 Eworn foes to human nature, and to truth; 
From theſe, O rational ! thyſelf defend, 
For they are not t of God, nor can they mend. 


Obſerve the various paſſions as they move, 
But cheriſh moſt a juſtified /e/f-love ; 
Se/f-love, the nobleſt paſſion of the mind, 
Its motive mult be that of all manking, 
That makes it amiable——— and can I do 
What's beſt by choice, and not approve it too? 
But hark ! what voice directs?: iet max be free, 
And truth, and falſhood, good, and evil be : 
Let order flill keep up the general frame, 
And fecial love, and wiſdom be the ſame ! 
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Men call fo often pom wy 8 | 
derſtanding and Common Senſe denied to be it — 


2 Being univerſally benevolent 
without any Object to work on but Thought—— 


from itfelf 


The CONTENTS. 
1 bow difceurſed of by So 


Order — miſtakes about it in a moral Regard — 
Free-will in Man bat be may prove himſelf 
Virtue 


Virtue relates only to the Happineſs ariſing 
- The Beauty of Virtue—— 


Seldom — Futurity———the Sum to- 
tal of all Knowledge recommended withor! Fear 


of Preſumption, or any other Reſerve. 


EPISTLE the Fourrs. 
and State Fa Men with . to Hepes 
0 HAPPINESS / if by, that name be eee. 

Continual pleaſure, Pence, and true cantent, ., 
Stop here the ſearch, they vein enquirer Ceale, . 
2 £24; who never yet hadft  beath, or pegee,.. .. 
Aſk the * "wiſe ting where happingfs i is found, .. 
And follow him thro' life's fantaſtic round. 
But underſtand, before we. part from hence, 
That he had health, and peace, and competence." * 
Even peace, except that definition word 


Means happineſs, for that would be adfurd P 1 
Thou with the learned, eee 


Than lay, that p is hoppineſa. a 


* Selemen is not here inentioned, thinking be give 
more authority. to his words, as ſpeaking hy the dictate 
- of any ſpirit hut his own, hut only as a man whom 
Mahometans, Jews, and Chriſtians (who are fo great a 
part of the inhabitants of the globe will allow to have 
been as wiſe a man as Mr. Pope, which the more plain- 
1y is made to appear by his fine reſlections on the falſe 
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He had, to bring our terms to nearer ſenſe, 
| Riches, the treaſure of the Hebrew land, 
And regal power, an abſolute command : _ | 
Trace we this king, and hear him thus complain, 
- Wiſdom, and knowledge, life itſelf is vain, 
Man born to forrow, all his days are grief, 
x The ſlumber of the night brings ho relief, 


« His heart ſtill labours, tho his eyes are clos 4, 


And half his weary ſoul is uncompos d.. 
«c Thirſt we for future faine ? the world tilt ß, 
he wiſe man, or the fool- ee 
« Till both forgotten, for alike they fal, 988 
< Rettiain, ar if they had not been at all, = 
1 Bu ft na e 
A Peas, enn n n 


We gratity . 


Like other earthly groth-/tis wia'd vith ills... 
It has been bought, bought at a wicked price; 
| Er . r vice. 


11 ins vn racine y „ 
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1 man Were dre ene 


That wit is thine, and that preſcribes thy laws, | 


Limits reſtrain thy powtr of if and good 


But will may act, and cannot be withſtood. 
Suppoſe I will, and tui it in my power, 
To make creation happy from this hour, 
« Let all- man reptile - e. 
* Mitb, or without, or reaſon, gt 

«© That have exiſted, do, or rover may © 3 
* Be always 1, fees to fh, ſay,” 4 
Is this Benevolehce q the will requires, 

No other objects but its own deſires, | 

In defarts where no other foot had trod, 
— Sin might will with God, 
Have every virtue lively in his breaſt, ; 
And bleſüngs on the creatures, unexpreft, 5 
Might in idea ſet the priſoner free, MED nn 
And trace thy footſteps, heavenly charity ! | : 


 Invitethe hungry, thisſty, naked, —all, 


Like that of heaven, an univerſal call, 
Impute it to him if he leans 14 
Impute it, fin, the error of his will. 
« Order is heaver's firſt la bis true, what then? 
That order does not mean dg of men, — 
Muſt one be lord of millions No ſuch thing; 

What proves that ever God irdiined lig : 
The ſacred name of heaven while men profane, 


Obſerve what Philips and Don Curies reign, il 
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New wn, new forms, — — 


Seck here for happineſs ? 1 thought you wie, 
Tis ſmooth Fontempt, . - 


| The fiream;; and ſec he wiſhes to expire: 
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(If lings, orove tyrants, or a pope the devil 

To make them part of order, that's s too civil) 
Some richer, wiſer ſome, for every man 
Of life's bad ſtations fills the beſt he can; 


Order was juſt the ſame, we all muſt own, 
Nn 


Thiak lik s /ag6, x-wex'» and.yom are be. .. 

We govern will, before till governs us 
To act, no power commands it thus, or thus ; 3 
And new degrees may every day ariſe, Ee 


The rich be pogrs and convert. fools be wiſe, 


The chain may jbift its links, and men expreſs - 


Where art thou happineſs ?' thou ocean theme! 
Found neither in the mean, nor the extreme, | 


Talk d of but never known — to Se. John go. 


Dells happineſs with thee? he anſwers, no : . 


3 


'Tis happy 15 be gend. * A" 


But Falkland, wag not happy that hl. 0h on. 


To man give virtue a bealth-and food deny, 


| | Life's common comfarts, all /actety: Ur _ ay, 
Shut out the elements, the air, the fire, A 
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Virtus gives peace the peace that virtue gives. 
But not all other; there your error lives, | 
And as to what you fay of virtue's fame, 3 3 
; "Tis better far to have her than the name, Y 4 
The name from many doubtful to Obtan 
What needs a witneſs if. we virtue gain ? 
Virtue that ſweetens profit with delight 3 
Checks falſe concluſions, and determines right ; . 
Fixed in the will, and in the judgment too, 
Diſpers'd and blended all our alma through, 
All chat is right in man—for all the reſt, 
Is wrong, unmeaning,trifling, or a jeſt. 
Vice is the knowledge friſt, then chaice of !! 
Virtue the good which we embrace by will, 
Yet virtuous men (or elſe Hiſtorians feign)} 
Have ſeldom liv'd without their ſhare of pun, BS 
But always with the vicious and the fool, 
Stood time and chance, and contradiet thy rule. * 


1 


Of other worlds leſs apt to ſpeak, I wait, . 
And doubt with patience, tl 1 change my flate 
Left with :zmaginations wings I fly, 


— Through endleſs nh air, and mils the x. 

O may my glory all from ſcience flow ! 
And fix me in a heaven, where I may know, 
Know, not believe, ſuppeſe a ſovereign good, 
Fer Faith's a weakneſs but of fleſh and blond) 
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Once manumitted from this dog ef e day, 5 
Unveil my eyes, and let me face the day, 


No truth too ſtrong, there's ee, 


Above, whatever is above is right ; | 5 | | 
| Speak we of phyſical of moral i PE 
Come down froni thence, again arraign the will 
2 e e Lon 
1 r 8 is own fide 

By falſe Phileſophy, n and pride, 
Without a tej from nature Sidney bled, 

Or ay did narurs alt me Baphff's bead? 
Nature's corruption, St. Tabu, or thy will, 
wn io pals the eh y bau? 


Look n t for happineſs remember UI Mi LE 


That every earthly goed ia mix d. with al; 

That Truth is irt; all mens. aftians free, 
Himſelf a creature wiſe in ſome degree, 
That order reignswhro? matter's well built frame 
And fociaFleve-atid wiſdom but the fame == 
That virtue makes us good, not left below | 
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